Cincinnati Bell

Telephone
201 E. Fourth Street
David L. Meier P. O. Box 2301
Director Cincinnati, Ohio 45201-2301
Legislative & Regulatory Planning B Ehon(e5:1§3€;123213§17;;393
ax: -
CEIVED May 21, 1996
MAY 2 11996
- : FEDERAL COMMUSICATIONS (ot
Mr. William F. Caton, Acting Secretary OFFCE 01 3&%;2%;&%“3?5133’0'4
Federal Communications Commission '
1919 M Street, N'W_, Room 222
Washington, D. C. 20554 DOCKET FILE COPY OR GINAL
In the Matter of:
)
Administration of the North American ) CC Docket No. 92-237
Numbering Plan )
)
Dear Mr. Caton:

Enclosed are an original and eleven copies of the Further Comments of Cincinnati Bell
Telephone in the above referenced proceeding. A duplicate original copy of this letter and
attached Further Comments is also provided. Please date stamp this as acknowledgment of its
receipt and return it. Questions regarding these Further Comments may be directed to me at the
above address or by telephone on (513) 397-1393.

Sincerely,
David L. Meier
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION  MAY 2 11994
Washington, DC 20554

FEDERAL COppg
OFFICE d;i;:;g;m HiMISSION
In the Matter of )
)
Administration of the North ) CC Docket No. 92-237
American Numbering Plan )
T TS OF A L NE

Cincinnati Bell Telephone Company ("CBT"), an independent, mid-size local exchange
carrier, submits these comments in response to the Commission’s Public Notice (DA 96-678),
released April 30, 1996 in the above-captioned proceeding. The Public Notice seeks comment
on the appropriate length of the transition period to expand Feature Group D (FGD) carrier
identification codes (CICs) from three to four digits. As further explained herein, CBT
recommends that the transition period be limited to one year from the date the

Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the "1996 Act") was enacted.

Introduction

Previously in this docket, the Commission tentatively concluded that the transition period
to expand from exclusively three digit CICs to the new four digit CICs should last six years.!
Since the Commission reached that tentative conclusion, the assignment of exclusively four digit

CICs has started and, thus, the transition period has begun. During the transition period, both

inistrati ] eri erin an, CC Docket No. 92-237,
o,ugg of Propogg Rglem (the "NPRM") released April 4, 1994, at para. 54.




three and four digit CICs are to be recognized. In its comments filed in response to the
Commission’s April 4, 1994 NPRM in this proceeding, CBT took no position on the appropriate
length of the transition period. Since the closing of the pleading cycle on the NPRM, there has
been an unexpected increase in the demand for CICs. The increased demand to date is due to
new uses for the codes recently identified as available by the industry. In addition, the
Commission anticipates a further increase in demand for CICs as the number of new carriers
entering the market increases as a result of the 1996 Act. These recent events have prompted
the Commission to revisit the issue of the appropriate length of the transition period. In light
of the Commission’s request for further comment on this issue, CBT takes this opportunity to

state its position.

A longer transition period during which both three and four digit CICs are recognized
clearly benefits carriers using three digit codes and discriminates against carriers using four digit
codes. This is discriminatory against carriers who must require their customers to dial four digit
CICs.? This also is inconsistent with the intent of various provisions of the 1996 Act which seek
to create a truly competitive marketplace by eliminating such discrimination and requiring
regulations, where necessary, to be imposed on a competitively neutral basis. More specifically,

CBT believes Section 251(b)(3) of the 1996 Act, which addresses dialing parity, can be

2 For years, the industry has strived for equal access capabilities, which CBT has
achieved. An unreasonably long transition period would again create another non-
uniform dialing pattern. Due to the inconvenience and customer confusion associated
with dialing additional digits, carriers who are required to use four digit CICs are
faced with an unfair marketing disadvantage.
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interpreted as requiring nondiscrimination in the dialing of CICs. Accordingly, CBT believes
the 1996 Act provides a clear mandate to the Commission to eliminate discrimination, such as

that caused by the subject transition period, as soon as possible.

CBT acknowledges that some transition period is required for the conversion to four digit

CICs. However, CBT submits that the industry has already had in excess of one year to begin
making the conversion. Limiting the transition period to a maximum of one additional year
would be reasonable considering the requirements of the 1996 Act relative to nondiscriminatory
treatment and the relatively short time frames provided for implementing other provisions of the
1996 Act.

By analogy, the Industry Numbering Committee Inc. recommends that the permissive
dialing period for new area code conversions be limited to one year.® In practice, CBT is not
aware of any area code conversion which required a full year to implement. The conversion to

four digit CICs should not require more than one year.

* Numbering Plan Area Code Relief Guidelines, INC 94-1216-004.
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long in light of its discriminatory impact.

Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, CBT submits that the existing transition period is unreasonably

Accordingly, the Commission should limit the

transition period to one year from the date the 1996 Act was enacted.

0310160.01
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Respectfully submitted,
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that copies of the foregoing Further Comments of
Cincinnati Bell Telephone Company have been delivered by first class United States Mail,

postage prepaid, on May 21, 1996, to the persons on the attached service list.
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William F Caton Acting Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 222
Washington DC 20554

International Transcription Services, Inc.
2100 M Street NW Suite 140
Washington DC 20037

Roy Morris

Allnet Communication Services Inc
1990 M Street NW Suite 500
Washington DC 20036

Keene Ortlieb Peck

Ameritech Operating Company

2000 W Ameritech Center Drive Rm 4H84
Hoffman Estates IL 60196

Berry Davis Lewis

AT&T

295 North Maple Avenue Room 3244]1
Basking Ridge NJ 07920

H R Burrows

Bell Canada

F4 160 Elgin Street
Ottawa Ontario
Canada K1G 3J4

H R Burrows

Bell Canada

F4 160 Elgin Street
Ottawa Ontario
Canada K1G 3J4

Network Services Division (two copies)
Common Carrier Bureau

2000 M Street NW Room 235
Washington DC 20554

James Casey

Air Transport Association of America
1301 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington DC 20004

Barclay Jones

American Personal Communications
1025 Connecticut Avenue NW
Washington DC 20036

Theodore Frank

Vonya McCann

Arent fox Kintner Plotkin & Kahn
1050 Connecticut Avenue NW
Washington DC 20036

Bernard Courtois

Bell Canada

105 Rue Hotel de Ville
6 Entage

Hull Quebec J8X 4H7

Goodman Kennedy Young
Bell Atlantic

1710 H Street NW
Washington DC 20006

Michael Slomin

Bellcore

290 W Mt Pleasant Avenue
Room LCC 2B336
Livingston NJ 07039



William Barfield

Thompson Rawls

BellSouth Corporation

1155 Peachtree Street NW Suite 1800
Atlanta GA 30367

A A Kurtze

Centel Corporation
8725 Higgins Road
Chicago I 60631

A Lewis

CSCN

410 Laurier Avenue West
Box 2410 Station D
Ottawa Ontario

Canada K1P6H5

Albert Kramer

Robert Aldrich

Dech Mahin & Cate

1201 New York Avenue NW
Penthouse Suite

Washington DC 20005

Darell Townsley

Economics and technology Inc
One Washington Mall

Boxton MA 02108

James Blaszak

Gardner Carton & Douglas
1301 K Street NW
Washington DC 20005

Kramer Aldrich

Keck Mahin & Cate

1201 New York Avenue NW
Penthouse Suite

Washington DC 20005

Altschul Farquhar

Cellular Telecommunications
Industry Association

Two Lafayette Centre

1133 21st Street NW Suite 300
Washington DC 20036

Jonathan Blake

Ellen Snyder

Covington & Burling

1201 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
PO Box 7566

Washington DC 20044

Daniel Bart
1850 M Street NW Suite 1200
Washington DC 20036

Werner Hartenberger

J G Harrington

Laura Phillips

Dow Lohnes & Albetson

1255 23rd Street NW Suite 500
Washington DC 20037

Glen Richards

Fisher Wayland Cooper And Leader
1255 23rd Street NW Suite 800
Washington DC 20037

Angela Burnet

Information Industry Associationiation
555 New Jersey Avenue NW Suite 800
Washington DC 20001

Mark Hamilton

Marsha Olch

McCaw Cellular Communications Inc
5400 Carillon Point

Kirkland WA 98033



Loretta Garcia

Donald Elardo

MCI

1801 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington DC 20006

Daniel Brenner

David Nicoll

National Cable Television Association
1724 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington DC 20036

Steven Watkins

David Cosson

National Telephone
Cooperative Associationiation
2626 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington DC 20037

G A Gorman

North Pittsburgh Telephone Company
4008 Gibsonia Road

Gibsonia PA 15044-9311

Celia Nogales

Pacific Telesis

1275 Pennslyvania Avenue NW
Fourth Floor

Washington DC 20036

Michael Shortley
Rochester Telephone

180 South Clinton Avenue
Rochester NY 14646

Linda Hershman

Southern New England
Telecommunications Corporation
227 Church Street

New Haven CT 06510

Rodgers Gray Ramsay
NARUC

1102 ICC Building

P O Box 684
Washington DC 20044

David Cosson

Steven Watkins

National Telephone
Cooperative Association

2626 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington DC 20037

William Cowan

New York State Department
of Public Service

Three Empire State Plaza
Albany NY 12223

Campbell Ayling
NYNEX

120 Bloomingdale Road
White Plains NY 10605

Judith St Ledger-Roty

Lynn Shapiro

Reed Smith Shaw & McClay
1200 18th Street NW
Washington DC 20036

Linda Hershman

Southern New England
Telecommunications Corporation
227 Church Street

New haven CT 06510

James Ellis

William Free

Mark Royer

Southwestern Bell

One Bell Center Room 3524
St Louis MO 63101



Keithley Kestenbaum Whitten
Sprint Corporation

1850 M Street NW Suite 1100
Washington DC 20036

Andrew Lipman
Russell Blau

Swidler & Berlin

3000 K Street NW
Washington DC 20007

Alex Harris

Teleport Communications Group

One Teleport Drive
Staten Island NY 10311

Mark Goldberg

Unitel Communications Inc
200 Wellington Street West
Toronto Ontario M5V 3C7
Canada

Richard Rowlenson

Vanguard Cellular Systems Inc
c/o CTIA

1133 21st Street Nw
Washington DC 20036

John Bartlett

Robert Butler

Wiley Rein Fielding
1776 K Street NW
Washington DC 20006

Richard Morris

Sprint Corporation
POBox 11315

Kansas City MO 64112

Kelly Daniels

Telco Planning Inc
808 The Pittock Block
921 SW Washington
Portland OR 97205

Jeffrey Bork

U S West Inc

1020 19th Street NW Suite 700
Washington DC 20036

Mary McDermott

Linda Kent

USTA

900 19th Street NW Suite 800
Washington DC 20006-2106

Dawvid Henry

Whidbey Telephone Company
2747 E State Highway 525
Langley WA 98260

Michael Senkowski
Jeffrey Linder

Wiley Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street NW
Washington DC 20006



